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The fact that the Palatinate is generally considered 
the home of the early German nation-building and 
democratic movement is particularly evident from 
the Hambach Festival in 1832 and the March Revo-
lution in 1848. Far less well known, however, is the 
storm of students on August 6th, 1950 at St. Ger-
manshof – less than 50 kilometers from Hambach 
Castle-which represents a significant date for the 
European movement and is in no way inferior in its 
symbolic power to the events mentioned above.

Shaped by the bitter experiences from the wars bet-
ween Germany and France, but also by the econo-
mic disadvantage due to its peripheral location, the 
Palatinate became a pioneer of Franco-German re-
conciliation and European integration after the Se-
cond World War. Against this background, the storm 
of students was a milestone in European history 
only five years after the end of the darkest chapter 
of German history. Around three hundred students 
from several countries, but mainly young Germans 

and French, found an impressively courageous way 
to formulate their visionary idea of peaceful Euro-
pean unification-without shedding a drop of blood.

Today, more than seventy years later, the demands 
of the past have long since been overtaken by rea-
lity and yet Europe no longer seems to be able to 
get out of its crisis mode and is finding it difficult to 
define its own role. The action group Bobenthal-St.
Germanshof has set itself the goal of conveying the 
spirit of the storm of students to the European youth 
and thereby re-inspiring the European movement. 
There is hardly a place that can better explain the 
need to overcome national differences than St. Ger-
manshof and hardly a generation can present these 
ideas more convincingly than our young European 
generation. The time is ripe for new courageous 
steps.

- Dr. Norbert Herhammer, Chairman

Foreword
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I. History of the border region St. Germanshof

From the one Europe to the European Union: 1215 
years of border history at St. Germanshof. St. Ger-
manshof has about 40 inhabitants and is part of the 
municipality of Bobenthal in the Western Palatinate 
region. If you look at this district, which is located di-
rectly on the French-German border, a cross-border 
perspective is essential in order to understand its 
origins and long history. The nucleus for the develop-
ment of the St. Germanshof was a chapel, today clo-
se to the border, at the community of Weiler, based 
on an initiative of the monastery in Wissembourg. 
In essence, it was always about this chapel, a castle 
complex and - in its place - the yard complex. The 
restaurant, cemetery, customs houses, sawmill, and 
so on were added only in the 20th century. 

Origins and conflicts in the medieval times

At the place of today‘s town Wissembourg there was 
only the monastery Wissembourg founded around 
the middle of the 7th century, which then was a Be-
nedictine monastery starting from the 8th century. 
In 760 Pippin, the father of Charlemagne, granted 
immunity to the monastery and its estates. The 
chapel, which was built in 803 on the site of today‘s 
pilgrimage chapel „Notre Dame des Sept Douleurs“ 
(„Mother of God of Seven Sorrows“) and was dedi-
cated to the Holy Cross and the Virgin Mary, dates 
from the time of Charlemagne, in a time of a few 
empires in the middle of Europe. With the collapse 
of the Carolingian Empire and in particular the Ag-
reement of Verdun between 843 and 870, a border 
was established in this area for the first time, at that 
time between Lothargy and the Empire of Louis the 
German. About 250 years later, the provostry of St. 
Germanshof was founded by the Abbey of Wissem-
bourg - initially to cultivate the monastery‘s own 
land, later also to secure the monastery westwards 
- together with three other provostries in the north, 

south and east, which became more and more secu-
red over time. In the Wissembourg War - also known 
as the „Wissembourger Stiftsfehde“ - when the Elec-
tor Friedrich I was fighting the abbey and city of 
Wissembourg, some of these provosts were severely 
damaged between 1469 and 1471.

The chapel was destroyed at the end of the 15th 
century by the lord of the castle Berwartsein, bandit 
Johann von Drodt („Hans Trapp“ - who in Alsace folk 
tradition is regarded as a child scare). But he destroy-
ed not only the chapel. What had happened? In 1480 
Philip II employed his Marshal Johann von Drodt as 
lord of Berwartstein Castle, which until then had be-
longed to the Abbey of Wissembourg. This was the 
trigger for a dispute that lasted a quarter of a cen-
tury. Johann von Drodt frightened the inhabitants 
of Wissembourg and the neighbouring villages. He 
forbid the townsfolk to hunt in their own forests and 
prevented the poor from gathering wood or picking 
wild berries. He blackmailed travelers and traders or 
robbed the farmers who came to pay their dimes to 
the abbot. To ruin the people of Wissembourg, he 
had the river Lauter dammed up to prevent wood 
from drifting downstream. Then he ordered the di-
kes to be torn down, flooding the lower quarters 
of the city and everything that had been planted. 
At the head of his power, he took possession of St. 
Rémi Castle and plundered the villages of the „Mun-
dat inférieur“ (Lower Mandate) region. Although he 
had been prosecuted in Rome and excommunicated 
by Pope Innocent VIII, he went on plundering until 
his death in 1503. 

In 1522 the castle St. Germanshof was destroyed. 
The peasant war of April 1525 also affected this 
area, but no specific effects are known. After 1525 
the fortress was mentioned as a „forest fortress“. In 
1577 the fortress came as a fief into the possession 

of the brothers Christoph and Hans Haug von Stein-
kallenfels. Then Wolfgang von Breiten acquired the 
buildings and possessions of the St. Germanshof, it 
followed change of ownership and in 1592 it was 
completely in ruins. A Romanesque cellar under the 
southeast wing of the St. Germanshof 9/10 courty-
ard has been preserved from the fortress. 

After the confusions of the Thirty Years‘ War (1618-
1648), the records show that there was still a esta-
te in 1675, which was bought by the Vitztum family. 
During the campaigns of Louis XIV against right and 
left Rhine areas (so-called Palatine War of Succes-
sion) (24.9.1688 - 20.9.1697) he not only destroyed 
the towns on the Rhine, but also, on the advice of his 
general Louvois, all the castles, palaces, towns and 
villages of the Palatinate. Only the neighbouring Ber-
wartstein was left out, as it had burned out years be-
fore after a lightning strike. As a result of the Peace 
of Rijswijk in 1697, the areas bordering to the north 
were incorporated into the French kingdom and this 
remained so until the end of Napoleon‘s era (1815), 
so that there was no border at St. Germanshof at 
that time.

A new chapel was built in 1725 at the command of 
the Polish king Stanislas Leszcynski, who lived in exile 
in Wissembourg. He lived there with his wife Cathe-
rine and especially with his daughter Maria, who be-
came Queen of France after her marriage to Louis XV 
on the 15th of August 1725 in the cathedral of Stras-
bourg. The chapel, dedicated to the „Notre-Dame de 
l‘Assemption“, came under the care of the Capuchins 
of the monastery in Wissembourg, who had come 
from Switzerland. 

In 1756, St. Germanshof was transferred to France 
by an exchange of territory between Louis XV and 
the Speyer Imperial Monastery. Until 1815 it be-
longed to the Alsatian town of Weiler (today part 
of Wissembourg), which is situated on the road to 
Wissembourg. During the French Revolution the 
chapel was converted into a barn for hay. The statue 
of the Virgin Mary and the stone cross in front of the 
chapel were destroyed. 

The wars between revolutionary France and the 
Prussians at the end of the 18th century led to new 

devastations, not only during the Battle of Wissem-
bourg on 26.12.1793. Around 1803, Father Oberlé of 
Wissembourg had the chapel restored. After Napo-
leon‘s defeat, St. Germanshof was assigned to the 
Bavarian Palatinate in the Congress of Vienna with 
the entire canton of Dahn. On the map of the Bavari-
an National Recording from 1837 the church is called 
„St. Germain“.

In 1856 Weiler received its own church community 
and the chapel became a communal church. After 
the sale of the Germanshof by the Vitztum family in 
1859, there were various changes of ownership.

The time of the Great Wars (1870-1945)

The Franco-Prussian War of 1870/71 did not direct-
ly affect the St. Germanshof, but the neighbouring 
Wissembourg. The losses of the battles were enor-
mous. At the battle of Wissembourg on 3.8.1870 
1.000 German and 700 French soldiers died. The 
Battle of Woerth on 6.8.1870, with even more los-
ses, ended with 25,000 dead and wounded. A sym-
bolic date, which celebrated its 80th anniversary on 
the day of the so-called „Studentensturm“ - student 
demonstration - in 1950. With the Peace of Frankfurt 
in 1871, Alsace, Wissembourg and Lorraine were in-
corporated into the newly founded German Empire. 
In 1918 the area became French again.

During the First World War, a sawmill was set up at 
St. Germanshof. Since 1911 a restaurant has been 
known there. In 1915, the mayor of the then Ger-
man town of Wissembourg established a priso-
ner-of-war camp with a military hospital near Weiler 
not far from the chapel. Here came those prisoners 
who were too weak to work in the pits of the Saar. 
They were used for work in the fields and in the vi-
neyards. 165 of them did not survive this period and 
their names can be found today on the crosses and 
stelae of the national cemetery, which was built the-
re in 1922. 

In 1921 the church community of Weiler and the 
chapel were transferred to the Capuchins. In 1933 
the St. Andreas Church was built in Weiler, so that 
the wedding chapel again became a place of pilgri-
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mage for Christians on both sides of the border until 
1939. At the beginning of the Second World War, the 
Pietà was brought to safety for a whole year in the 
Neuviller-les-Saverne monastery.

At the beginning of the Second World War, St. Ger-
manshof was located between the Siegfried Line and 
the Maginot Line, so to speak between the „fronts“. 
The rapid field operation in France in 1940 - main-
ly via Belgium etc. - had comparably little effect on 
this area. From 1940 to 1944/1945, the city of Wiss-
embourg and Alsace were annexed by the German 
Reich. In March 1945 the city and the surrounding 
area were conquered by US troops as part of Opera-
tion Undertone. After the withdrawal of the Wehr-
macht from Alsace and the end of the war, the bord-
ering German territory became a French occupation 
zone.

Territorial disputes and reconciliation

On 23 April 1949, St. Germanshof was handed back 
to France by the International Boundary Commissi-
on, but stormy protests led to a withdrawal. On the 
9th of September of the same year, St. Germanshof 
belonged to Bobenthal again.  From 1950, the pilgri-
mage site of Weiler became the meeting place for 
the Pax Christi reconciliation movements between 
French and Germans. Numerous pilgrims, German 
and Alsatian priests and bishops came from both 
sides of the border to pray together for peace. On 
August 6, 1950, St. Germanshof was in the headlines 
all over Europe when 300 students enthusiastic ab-
out Europe took the French and German customs 
officers by surprise, destroyed tollgates, tore down 
customs signs and replaced them with signs with 
the inscription „They remain in Europe“ and hoisted 
the European flag. Today only the former customs 
houses are reminders of these times. In 1951, the 
chapel‘s peace bell was blessed. On the 11th of May 
1952 the first great Pax Christi pilgrimage took place, 
which led 5,000 pilgrims here.

And then there was... the „Mundat Forest“.

What‘s the Mundat? It was the lands of the Wissem-
bourg monastery to which Pippin had granted church 
immunity. These estates - i.e. the Mundat - covered 
about 20 km × 16 km. The villages Altenstadt (today 
a district of Wissembourg), Schleithal, Oberseebach, 
Steinseltz, Oberhoffen, Cleebourg, Rott, Weiler (to-
day a district of Wissembourg), Sankt Germanshof, 
Bobenthal, Schlettenbach, Finsternheim, Bären-
bach, Schweigen und Rechtenbach, Schweighofen, 
Kapsweyer as well as Steinfeld belonged to this area. 
The Mundat forest was called „Sylva immunita“ in 
Carolingian times. In the year 974 the monastery 
Wissembourg attained the status of an imperial ab-
bey, i.e. the monastery was imperially direct and the 
abbot an imperial prelate.

There was a special feature in the private ownership 
of the Mundat forest from the end of the Napoleonic 
period: as a result of the Paris Peace Agreement of 
1815, the city of Wissembourg was co-owner of 30 
km² of forest on the German side of the border, in 
equal shares with the Bavarian state. It also shared 
20 km² of forest on the French side with the French 
State. This situation was cleared up by an exchange 
of land in the 1930s, but due to the war it was only 
partly cleared up by a contract signed in 1959, dating 
back to 1938.

In 1949, the French authorities of occupation anne-
xed an area of 7 km² in the German part of the Upper 
Mundat Forest to the French territory. The aim was 
to secure the water supply for Wissembourg. This 
was legally secured by the decree no. 212 on border 
corrections of 23 April 1949, which was never offi-
cially signed by the German side. According to the 
German border version, St. Germanshof would have 
remained in Germany. Despite this error, France 
„temporarily“ took over the territorial sovereignty 
a little later. Although the territorial independence 

of Germany over the territory of the Mundatswald 
continued to exist, the exercise of German authority 
there was excluded. German marks were exchanged 
for francs, and tax slips were simultaneously issued 
in German and French. 

Originally, the area in question included the village 
of St. Germanshof, but a correction on 9th Septem-
ber 1949 ensured that only uninhabited land was af-
fected. After negotiations on the status of the area, 
it was nevertheless included in a contract in 1962, 
which was intended to solve various border issues 
between the two countries in a package. The trea-
ty would have made the whole territory French, but 
since the Bundestag, unlike the French National As-
sembly, did not ratify it, it did not enter into force. Af-
ter the conclusion of several individual agreements 
to enable the Germans to transport wood duty-free 
through French territory, the final agreement was 
reached in 1984. France agreed to withdraw the re-
gulations. In return, Germany undertook to register 
the French Republic as landowner in the land regis-
ter for the area in question. France also received the 
permanent wood, hunting and water rights for the 
area. With the agreement of the three relevant po-
wers France, Great Britain and the USA, the German 
Bundestag was then able to declare Regulation No. 
212 repealed in 1986. Since then, the Upper Mundat 
Forest has again been unrestricted German territo-
ry. The procedure was concluded in 1990 with the 
transfer of the property rights to France in accordan-
ce with the German regulations.

Unlimited borders, memory and dialogue

In accordance with the „Schengen I“ agreement con-
cluded in 1985, border controls between Germany 
and France were finally abolished on 26 March 1995, 
including at St. Germanshof. After that, the German 
and French customs buildings were sold and used by 
private individuals as residential buildings, partly af-
ter corresponding conversions. The former German 
customs house is today - after several other private 
owners - owned by a participant of the 1950 student 
demonstration, who has worked for its maintenan-
ce.

On the initiative of Dr. Herbert Breiner and his sup-

porters, a European monument consisting of twel-
ve sandstone steles was set up at St. Germanshof, 
which was inaugurated on 9th September 2007 in 
the presence of Regional Council President Adrien 
Zeller. On 11.11.2010 - the anniversary of the end 
of World War I - the restored national cemetery was 
inaugurated and elevated to the status of a national 
necropolis. Since 2013, the Chawwrusch theatre en-
semble has performed the play „A Night in August“ 
several times, which was very well received. It deals 
with the events of 6 August 1950.

In times in which European integration has increa-
singly led to differences in the positions of many 
EU states - some want more integration, others see 
over-regulation, bureaucracy etc. as scetpical - a 
dialogue between citizens and young people is be-
coming increasingly important. Many consider the 
„Europe project“ to be too important to be left to 
politics alone. The St. Germanshof is becoming more 
and more a symbol for a citizens‘ Europe and is the 
target of demonstrators, hikes and events. It is not 
surprising that the place of the European monument 
is called „Place de la Marche vers l‘Europe“. The St. 
Germanshof becomes a European meeting place.
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 Wissembourg
At first, only the monastery founded around the 
middle of the 7th century, which was a Benedictine 
monastery from the 8th century onwards, was loca-
ted on the site of today‘s town. The later attached 
provosts St. German, St. Panthaleon, St. Rémi and 
St. Paul were founded around 1055 as priories for 
the cultivation of the land and to secure the abbey.

 St. German 
The St. German complex near today‘s St. Germans-
hof, which was conceived as a protection to the 
west, is referred to in the literature as a „forest fort-
ress“. Remains of armour and artillery embrasures 
can still be found in the cellar of the St. Germanshof. 
The builder was Abbot Samuel from Wissembourg. 
The castle was probably destroyed in 1470 during 
the Wissembourg War. 

 St. Panthaleon
The four-winged, fortified provost‘s residence in the 
south of Wissembourg was built in the 11th century 

and destroyed on 15 April 1470. It was used for the 
cultivation of surrounding estates of the Abbey. The-
re are no visible remains of the „Four Tower“. 
 
 St. Paul
Also called „Pauliner Castle“. From the former me-
dieval tower castle in the north of Wissembourg, 
only a three-storey tower has survived. The castle, 
to which a chapel once belonged, was built in the 
11th century as a priory to secure the Wissembourg 
Abbey. It was destroyed in the Wissembourg War of 
1470, rebuilt and destroyed again in the Peasants‘ 
War of 1522/23.

5  St. Rémi 
The remains of a trapezoidal hall building can be 
seen from the former lowland castle, which was 
originally founded as a provost‘s seat in the east of 
Wissembourg Abbey. It was built by Abbot Hugo von 
Nothfelden in the time before 1349. It was destroy-
ed for the first time in the Wissembourg War, rebuilt 
and destroyed again in 1830. The bandit Johann von 
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Drodt took possession of the castle in his time and 
plundered the villages of the region from there.

 Castle Berwartstein
At the end of the 15th century, the robber knight Jo-
hann von Drodt, also known as „Hans Trapp“, resi-
ded at Berwartstein Castle. Elector Friedrich‘s adop-
tive son Phillipp II used him at the castle, which had 
previously belonged to the Abbey of Wissembourg. 
Hans became known for his enemieship with the 
Wissembourg monastery. For example, he had the 
Lauter dammed up and then the dikes torn down, 
flooding the lower quarters of Wissembourg.

 St. Anna Chapel
Johann von Drodt frightened the inhabitants of 
Wissembourg and the neighbouring villages. Among 
other things, he forbid the townsfolk to hunt in their 
own forests. He blackmailed travellers, merchants, 
farmers and winegrowers. Although he was prosecu-
ted in Rome and excommunicated by Pope Innocent 
VIII, he went on robberies until his death in 1503. He 

was buried in St. Anna‘s Chapel.

 Chapel Notre Dame
In August 1950, the toll houses at St. Germanshof 
on the French-German border became of European 
political interest as young people demonstrated for 
the first time for a federal Europe. However, the his-
tory of St. Germanshof began much earlier with the 
construction of a chapel in 803 on the site of today‘s 
Notre Dame pilgrimage chapel.
 
 National Necropolis
The names of the fallen prisoners of war of the First 
World War can be found today on the crosses and 
statues of the cemetery. Among them are mainly 
Russians from Siberia, Italians, North African soldiers 
who fought for France and many more. Therefore, 
there are also gravestones of orthodox Christians as 
well as Muslims.
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Further literature references
 •  Frères Mineurs Capucins - Province de France: „Histoire du pélerinage de Weiler“, 
 Online unter: http://www.freres-capucins.fr/Histoire-du-pelerinage-de-Weiler.html

•  Der Spiegel 39/1949: „Mer wellet nix als den Wald. Schuhmacher bekam ihn.“

•  Noack, Hans-Joachim (1967): „Tausche Pariser Kirche gegen deutschen Wald“. Aus der ZEIT, Nr. 10/1967.
 
•  Philipp II (Pfalz), Online unter: https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philipp_(Pfalz)
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II. Student demonstration in 1950 - called „storm of students“

The year is 1950, and among the numerous activities 
of young people, especially students, the well-plan-
ned action of 300 young people stands out. On the 
6th of August 1950 they demonstrated at the Ger-
man-French border near Wissembourg/Weiler and 
St. Germanshof and tore down the tollgate barriers.

Men and women, students, professors, politicians 
and journalists from nine different European count-
ries, who all believed in the idea of a united Europe, 
gathered there. „Open“ borders by using a European 
„identity card“ and a federal Europe were essential 
demands of the declaration written and read at that 
time.

The Preparations

Among the personalities who were particularly com-
mitted to a federal Europe were two men who had 
fled Georgia after the First World War to „Europe“ 
and had made a scientific career there: Alexandre 
Marc and Michel Mouskhély. They therefore saw 
Europe with their own vision - it was the Europe of 
the future and of youth. They wanted more action, 
serious debates and active support for the unifica-
tion of Europe. To achieve this, they founded the 
Union Fédéraliste Interuniversitaire (UFI). Together 
with Marcel Mille, the language teacher from Paris, 
Mouskhély worked on the realization of this public 
action.

A particular challenge was the preparation of the pu-
blic relations work. Mille was able to make use of his 
contacts and draw the attention of reporters from 
newspapers, magazines and radio stations to the 
planned border campaign. In order to attract a large 
number of young actors, he received support from 
the organisation „Jeunesse Fédéraliste Européenne“ 

and the Federation of European Youth, among ot-
hers, which called for the action at St. Germanshof.

Once the action objective had been set clearly, the 
date had been fixed and the actors throughout Eu-
rope had been addressed, the specific preparations 
could begin. For this purpose, rehearsals were held 
in tent camps on the German and French sides - be-
cause a surprising demonstration with young people 
from different countries could not succeed without 
training. The participants discussed their approach, 
delegated individual tasks and practiced how they 
would deal with customs officials and expected pro-
tests.

The 6th of August 1950

On August 6, 1950, a Sunday with excellent summer 
weather, the students made their way to the border. 
As a cover they took several tourist busses across 
the Rhine to a forest near the border at St. Germans-
hof. Marcel Mille and his group stood ready on the 
German side - Michel Mouskhély on the French side. 
The French customs officer René Reiffel first noticed 
three young women near the customs house. One 
of the women stumbled towards him in search of 
help, pretending to be fainting as a distraction tactic. 
Concerned, he looked after the 23-year-old student 
Jeanette Lüthi from Bern, while other young people 
gradually came to the customs house. The customs 
officers on the German side were surprised at the 
great interest shown by the „hikers“ and did not no-
tice the utensils they had brought with them for re-
moving the tollbar.

The friends from France were faster on the German 
side, because the wooden barrier was easy to mas-
ter there. The German students unexpectedly had an 

iron tollgate in front of them, which had been new-
ly installed shortly before. The solution came from 
the French side, when the demonstrators came to 
the aid with further border utensils. Together they 
stormed towards the barrier and could finally saw 
it until it broke. „Vive l‘Europe“ the demonstrators 
screamed and fell into each other‘s arms.

The chosen day had great symbolic power. It was the 
80th anniversary of the Battle of Wörth / Reichshof-
fen, which cost the lives of almost 25,000 French and 
Germans on August 6, 1870. And on the next day the 
second meeting of the Council of Europe took place 
in Strasbourg.

The 10 claims

After the successful action the demonstrators gat-
hered on the meadow between the customs station 
and the stream Wieslauter around a fire, in which 
the remains of the customs signs and the barrier bur-
ned. The prepared and handwritten proclamation 
„Europe is the present“ was read out there. Among 
others Mouskhély, Jean Sommier and Marcel Mille 
gave speeches and emphasized the importance of 
the action. Former Minister André Philip also took 
the floor and praised the demonstrators. 

After a minute‘s silence, the students appeared one 
by one and confessed to Europe with a short sen-
tence. The participants introduced themselves with 
their names and answered the question where they 
came from: „From Paris in Europe“, „From Rome in 
Europe“, „From Munich in Europe“, „From London in 
Europe“... A young Englishman accidentally shouts 
„From Brighton in England“.

Extract from the demands of the 300 European stu-
dents to the governments, the parliaments of Euro-
pe and the Strasbourg Assembly of the 6th of August 
1950:

- Creation of a European citizenship
- Formation of a European Parliament
- Formation of a European Government
- Issue of a European identity card, which contains a 
  free entry and exit to all European countries 
  without, however, having to break the

  Residence regulations of the European countries.

The original document of the proclamation:

Source: Matthias W.M. Heister (2015): „Der Studentensturm auf die 
Grenzen 1950. Für ein förderales Europa“ (Dokumentation Heinz 

Hahn, Archiv der sozialen Demokratie der FES Bonn)

The generally positive response to the border ac-
tion at St. Germanshof resulted in an announced 
follow-up action in which ten times as many young 
people wanted to cross the border without a pass-
port or visa: The rally to Strasbourg...

Rally to Strasbourg

The newly founded organisation „Jeunesse Euro-
péenne Fédéraliste“ held its first annual meeting in 
Strasbourg on November 24, 1950. In agreement, 
this date was used to call on the Council of Europe, 
which was meeting at the same time in the House of 
Europe, to act quickly.
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In the night from Thursday to Friday over 3,000 
young people from different countries were already 
in Strasbourg. At the same time, more than 20 large 
buses decorated with green European flags drove 
to the border in various ways in Germany. Instead 
of their passports, the participants had a symbolic 
„ identity card of Europe „ with them. The buses, 
which wanted to cross the border to France from 
Bobenthal, met with resistance: The French side 
did not allow the journey through Wissembourg, so 
they had to turn back and drive to the border station 
Hirschthal. What seemed impossible before succee-
ded: The border guards let the cars pass there. The 
young people shouted „Vive l‘Europe - long live Eu-
rope“ in chants, while they were greeted with cheers 
by the population.

In the afternoon, the demonstrators moved toge-
ther to the House of Europe, where the demands on 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Euro-
pe were read out. Paul Henri Spaak, President of the 
Assembly of the Council of Europe, tried to explain 
in a speech why Europe could only progress slowly. 
The answer of the student speakers was clear: young 
people want a federal Europe! The way back was a 
silent march, a silent protest through Strasbourg at 
night.

The memorial reminds of the historical event of the 
student demonstration - called „student storm“ in 
1950. On the initiative of the contemporary witness 
Dr. Herbert L. Breiner and the Aktionsgemeinschaft 
Bobenthal-St. Germanshof e.V. it was built in 2007 
opposite the former customs house at St. Germans-
hof. Based on the twelve stars of the European flag, 
the monument consists of twelve steles, which are 
modelled on the average height of a European. To-
day this meeting place is called „Place de la marche 
vers l‘Europe“.

At the inauguration ceremony of the monument, 
the participants played after the 1950 student 
demonstration at St. Germanshof. Since 2013, the 
Chawwrusch Theatre ensemble has also performed 
the play „One Night in August“ several times, which 
was very well received. It deals with the events of 6 
August 1950.

European Monument at St. Germanshof

European Monument  
at St. Germanshof
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III. New capital for Europe

In the early 1950s, there was a lively debate in Eu-
rope about the seat of the future European insti-
tutions. Many existing cities applied, including Saar-
brücken, The Hague and Brussels. Another approach 
was taken by a French painter and a German journa-
list: A new capital for which the name „White Castle 
- Bourg Blanc“ was proposed.

Their idea was born immediately after the Second 
World War, after fate had let their paths cross under 
dramatic circumstances. They decided to give the 
unifying Europe a capital in the city of Wissembourg 
and to create a meeting place for young Europeans.

The prehistory

The idea of the „Bourg Blanc“ came from the French 
painter Georges-Henri Pescadère (1915-2003) and 
the German journalist Karl Oswald Schreiner (1894-
1972). Both were active in the resistance movement 
during the Second World War - each on his side - and 
were arrested by the Gestapo in occupied France in 
July 1944. The Parisian artist Pescadère was known 
as a personality in the French Resistance and a lieu-
tenant in the Corvette task force at the time of his 
arrest. Karl Schreiner, doctor of economics, had al-
ready worked as a diplomat in the German Consul 
in Ethiopia. After the Nazis seized power, he turned 
away from politics and went into business. At the 
same time, during the war, he was resolutely en-
gaged in resistance, for example by helping nume-
rous Germans to flee abroad. Since he knew his way 
around nursing, he was used as a nurse for fellow 
prisoners during his imprisonment. So he met the 
exhausted and critically ill Pescadère, whom he sa-
ved.

After overcoming an initial scepticism, an even stron-
ger friendship developed between the men in times 

of extreme need. Together they survived the way 
through the concentration camps Dora-Nordhau-
sen, Bergen-Belsen and Buchenwald. When the Ber-
gen-Belsen prison camp was liberated in April 1945, 
Pescadère again saved his friend‘s life by hiding him 
in his closet. Although Schreiner was a deportee - at 
that moment he was considered an enemy as a Ger-
man. Immediately after the war, Schreiner wanted 
to put his idea of reconciliation between France and 
Germany into practice and developed his plans fur-
ther together with Pescadère.

The idea of the UNO state

For the reconciliation between Germany and France, 
Karl Schreiner found his birthplace Wissembourg 
and the Southern Palatinate „in the heart of Europe“ 
perfectly suited. According to his vision, a neutral UN 
state should be created there, which would make it 
possible to finally put an end to the centuries-old 
conflicts between Germany and France. The nucleus 
was planned to be the Geilweiler Hof near Siebeldin-
gen, which Oskar Schreiner had temporarily rented 
and at where construction work on a UN building 
was to begin in the summer of 1946. The UNO had 
been founded, but did not have a permanent seat in 
the first phase. There was only one provisional seat 
in London, the later seat in New York had not yet 
been decided (the sketch for the building, which also 
appears in the later concept for „Bourg Blanc“ - in 
the style of Le Corbusier - resembles amazingly the 
UN headquarters actually erected later in New York). 
Together, Karl Oswald Schreiner and Georges Henri 
Pescadère developed specific ideas for implementa-
tion. The place where they discussed their plans is 
the small house „Maison Dippacher“ in the old town 
of Wissembourg, which is still within sight of the 
town hall today (10, rue de la République).

Already at the beginning of 1946 the plans for the 
„UNO-Staat-Wissembourg“ were finished. The two 
men with their ideas met listeners - both on the side 
of the French occupying powers and on the side of 
the current mayors of Wissembourg and Landau. 
Quite soon, however, it became clear to those in-
volved that the French occupying power could use 
the project for its own purpose, namely to separa-
te the Palatinate from Germany. In contrast to its 
mayor, the city council of Wissembourg hoped for 
a very large area, consisting of its French territory 
and a large part of the Palatinate up to the Queich 
(including Landau), as it was presented to the coun-
cil on 21 September 1946. Due to this insurmoun-
table conflict of interest, Karl Schreiner became the 
support for his plans on the German side. His plans 
were not put into practice. A few years later Schrei-
ner tried again to realize his idea...

Bourg Blanc - new capital of Europe

Although Schreiner was unsuccessful with his idea 
in 1946, the men did not give up. They met regular-
ly after their professional activities at the Geilweiler 
Hof or in Wissembourg. The mayor of Schweigen, Mr. 
Latrell and the mayor of Wissembourg, Mr. Schuma-
cher and the local historian A. Schaaf offered their 
support to the men. After long deliberations they 
founded the movement „Le Bourg Blanc - the whi-
te castle - Die Weisse Burg“. The idea was to create 
a neutral, economically independent area in which 
all Europeans would be recognised, free from natio-
nality, nationalist ideas and state interests. This „im-
mune zone“, which was linked to historical origins, 
was to be realised between Wissembourg and Bad 
Bergzabern. 

Not only were conceptual contents forged, but also 
plans for the design of this new capital were drawn 
up, with everything that goes with it (airport, mo-
torways, etc.). But it was particularly important to 
them to create a common place for the young Eu-
ropeans. So it was not surprising that young people 
from different nations were the first to take up the 
plan. They wanted to turn the „White Castle“ into 
a home for European youth, a European construc-
tion site that would radiate its attractiveness across 

the continent. The young people wanted to create a 
meeting place for young Europeans, a workplace for 
meetings, courses and congresses, but also a place 
for relaxation and joint activities. A youth hotel was 
also included. This „House of European Youth“, for 
which concrete plans were drawn up, was to be built 
on the northern outskirts of Wissembourg, roughly 
where the hospital is now located. Here, too, the 
plans (for the House of European Youth and the hos-
pital actually built) are surprisingly similar. The may-
or of the city wanted to make the land available free 
of charge.

It was also planned to set up an organisation cen-
tre to host congresses and youth meetings, a pu-
blishing house (Centre d‘édition européen) and a 
college (Collegium Wizzenburgensis) to bring toge-
ther scientists and experts, congresses and summer 
courses on European issues. In the longer term, a 
film studio, a film centre, a stadium for the European 
Youth Olympics, an international Pestalozzi village 
for homeless children should be added to the offer.

The competition for the capital of Europe

In the midst of the elaboration and preparation pha-
se for the plans of the „White Castle“ fell the foun-
dation of the Council of Europe, which was establis-
hed at the suggestion of the British Foreign Minister 
Ernest Bevin (which was unanimously accepted), in 
Strasbourg its seat. Was this already a preliminary 
decision? Only in part. Only 6 founding members 
were present. 

The actual race for the seat of the European instituti-
ons (and thus the „capital of Europe“) - driven by the 
creation of the European Coal and Steel Community 
(ECSC) in 1952 and Euratom in 1958 - took place in 
1952 and 1958. In 1952, first Liège, Saarbrücken, The 
Hague, Luxembourg, Strasbourg, which enjoyed po-
litical support, but also Trier and Aachen, Karlsruhe , 
Bonn, Dijon, Trieste, Amsterdam , smaller towns on 
Lake Maggiore, Lyon etc. applied. The Bourg Blanc 
initiative also belongs to this series. In 1958 some 
applied again, new ones were Paris, Brussels, Stresa, 
Monza, Milano, Nice, Torino, Département de l‘oi-
se...
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At that time - in 1958 - the initiative „Bourg Blanc“ 
was already history.  What had happened? 

In January 1953, an international meeting was or-
ganized in Speyer and Wissembourg, where people 
from different cultures and political interests for-
med working groups to support the joint project. 
In May, Schreiner and Pescadère had the establish-
ment of the Bourg Blanc Foundation, based in Wiss-
embourg, notarized. With funds from the Marshall 
Plan, personal financial contributions from the ini-
tiators and the help of numerous young people who 
were involved in the project, the plans of the Bourg 
Blanc were officially announced in June 1952. In the 
same year, on 11 and 12 September, more than 300 
Europeans launched a campaign to draw the atten-
tion of both the press and politicians to the project. 
Among other things, an action programme was ad-
opted which included the following actions:

-  to reappraise the history of immunitas, to prepare 
the remaining fragments and to make tourist signs.

- Creation of a museum in Wissembourg, where the 
history of immunity is represented by objects, pho-
tos, models, etc., and where the history from ear-
ly history to the establishment of the Bourg Blanc 
Foundation is narrated. One part of the exhibition 
should be housed in the Museum Westercamp, the 
other part in a restaurant still to be found. Tempo-
rary exhibitions of other European museums should 
also be shown; own temporary exhibitions should 
then be shown throughout Europe. The Wissem-
bourg Town Hall was proposed as the second venue. 
The whole project was to be completed by Whitsun 
1954. 

- As part of the public relations work, the project 
was also presented to 10,000 participants at the 
meeting of the Federation of European Youth in Ful-
da on 19 and 20 September 1953, in the presence 
of Chancellor Adenauer and President Spaak as an 

example of constructive efforts by youth for Europe.

What this has become...

While the plans were being put into practice, the 
project came to a standstill. Although some sup-
porters had already given the initiative a positive as-
sessment, no official or political side wanted to sup-
port it any more. Since the events of August 1950 at 
St. Germanshof, the meetings of students and ot-
her activists have been observed by the French do-
mestic community service and have been followed 
with skepticism. Especially on the part of the French 
Communists, there was fierce criticism. Opponents 
accused the project of attempting to occupy French 
territory. The project was seen and supported in 
an unreservedly positive way almost exclusively by 
young people from all over Europe and their orga-
nisations.  

On February 27 and 28, 1954, the next, but also the 
last, large meeting took place in Wissembourg, at 
which, however, massive difficulties arose at the 
border in the control of identity cards in Schweigen. 
The enthusiasm was still there, but there was a huge 
gap between the far-reaching visionary plans and 
the financial resources, especially after the Marshall 
Plan ran out of funds. The American liaison to the 
decision-makers in Washington, who had always 
supported the project - Toby Rodes - had changed 
function. He had even advocated that the project be 
financed entirely by the USA. There was interest in 
the creation of a „European grouping“, also in order 
to be able to control it better. The fear of a growing 
influence of communist labour movements in Euro-
pe was a driving force during the Cold War.

So what has happened to the project? If you look 
at the ideas, plans and intentions, they have failed. 
H.G. Pescadère himself later said that one should 
have proceeded more modestly, starting from the 
existence before setting up national or internatio-

Why choose Wissembourg?

„Because it is located in the heart of Europe, at the fate 
frontier of the continent, as a scene of old hostilities and 
new brotherhood. A thousand years ago, Wissembourg 
was an immunity between the rival powers. In the me-
dieval ages it was a place of care for the Oriental spirit. Its 
name and coat of arms symbolize its mission as a mediator 
and link. Westwall and Maginot Line, the last architectural 
monuments of the European Brother Twist, have spared 
Wissembourg, as if the peaceful destiny of this area for a 
better future should be affirmed.“

Quote Karl Oswald Schreiner
* Source: SÜW Heimat-Jahrbuch 1992, S. 63f

„Maison Dippacher“ in Wissembourg
Planning site of Schreiner and Pescadère
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nal committees. The ideological head and enthusi-
astic European, Karl Oswald Schreiner, was deeply 
disappointed. He retired to the Balearic Islands in 
the early 1960s, where he died in 1972.

Nevertheless, the European home for young people 
was realised, not in Wissembourg, not as the cen-
tre of the European capital „Weiße Burg“, but in the 
same year 1972 in the „secret“ capital of Europe, in 
Strasbourg an later in Budapest. 

Geilweiler Hof near Siebeldingen
Nucleus of the neutral UNO state

Further literature references
 •  Coulu, René A.: Proposal for a Youth Centre in Wissembourg / Wissembourg as a part of the proposal 
 for a symbolic capital of Europe elaborated by Geroges-Henri Pescadère und Karl-Oswald-Schreiner

 •  Hein, Carola (1995): Abschnitt Wissembourg aus: „Hauptstadt Europa. Disstertation, Hochschule für 
 bildende Künste, Hamburg“.

 •  Hein, Dr. Carola (2000): Choosing a site for the capital of Europe. In: GeoJournal, Volume 51, n° 1-2. 
 Netherlands.

 •  Pescadère, Georges-Henri; Schreiner, Karl Oswald (1952): Die weisse Burg, Wissembourg en Alsace, 
 Wissembourg im Elsaß. Paris und Bad Godesberg, 7/1952. Archiv Weigel.

 •  Weigel, Bernard (1986): „Wissembourg: Le Projet du Bourg Blanc 1952 - 1954“ I-III. In: L‘Outre-fôret, 
 n° 56, 57, 58.

 •  Wünschel, Hans Jürgen (1992): „Karl Oswald Schreiner - ein vergessener Europäer“. In: SÜW Heimat-
 Jahrbuch 1992. Landkreis Südliche Weinstraße



Aktionsgemeinschaft Bobenthal - St. Germanshof e.V. I 2019 26

Aktionsgemeinschaft Bobenthal – St. Germanshof e.V.

Vorsitzender I Chairman I Président de comité:   
Dr. Norbert Herhammer
Am Mühlbach 5
67697 Otterberg
Tel: 06301 798503
E-Mail: info@citizens-4-europe.eu

Mehr Infos auf der Webseite 
more information on the website 
plus d‘infos sur le site web


